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WHEN IT COMES TO kitchen and bath 
design, some of the most inspiring new 
ideas arise from the global world of 
manufacturing. These companies are in 
a position to clearly see emerging trends, 
consumer demands and successful prod-
uct lines. They understand the role of 
statement pieces in livening up an exist-
ing kitchen and bath. 

Sometimes adding a single key ele-
ment — something dramatic and daring 
— is all that’s needed to elevate a tired 
design space. Instead of ripping out an 
entire kitchen, try adding a new work-
station sink in a dramatic color, a fabu-
lous arched faucet or glittering crystal 
hardware. Rather than replacing a whole 
bathroom, why not install a textured 
shower tray or freestanding tub with geo-
metric patterns? 

For these statement pieces to be a 

smart investment, three things must be 
true: they should be of good quality, hold 
timeless appeal and express the indi-
vidual’s style. Let’s take a closer look at 
some of the newest and most innovative 
design ideas launched by top manufac-
turers from around the world.

Accessibility for All
Ready for a change, America? Shower 
trays are here to stay, moving from 
an option to a design necessity! Their 

easily accessible for all age groups and 
abilities, while their sleek, modern style is 
a welcome aesthetic addition. 

of engineered stone shower trays to suit 
any space with their made-to-measure 
feature, allowing for easy installation. 
The company released its new Largo 
Collection, aptly named using the Span-
ish translation for long. It breaks from 
tradition by placing the drain along the 
tray’s longest slide to enhance drainage 

collection features nonslip surfaces for a 
safer shower environment. 

textures for its shower trays: Beton mim-
ics the look of cement, while Slate looks 
similar to natural stone. The shower trays 
are made using Acquabella’s signature 
Akron compound to create a product 
that is exceptionally durable and features 
antibacterial properties for easy cleaning.

Industrial Edge
Industrial style continues to be one of the 
hottest design trends for today’s kitchens. 
Along with its trademark mix of textures, 
metals and raw surfaces, this eclectic style 

great option as it replicates the look of 
vintage pipework with factory-inspired 
detailing. Clean lines and a high,  arched 
spout lend a contemporary feel that is 
both elegant and edgy. Gessi brings its 

manship to the engineering of this 
pull-down faucet, which features a du-
al-function sprayer and a full 360-degree 
spout swivel. 

Each faucet is equipped with ceramic 

stainless steel, then treated with propri-
etary plating to ensure lasting beauty. 

Style Statement Updates from Global Design Leaders 

It’s up to consumers to discover what best refl ects their taste, fi ts within their budgets and 

complements their home decor and lifestyle.

BY LINDA 
JENNINGS
Kitchen & bath 
specialist

Acquabella’s Largo shower tray

Kitchen Facuet
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Bathing Goddess
The new Libra Aurora from BainUltra is a 
true showstopper of a freestanding tub. 
Drawing its name from Greek and Roman 
mythology, the Aurora is a sculptural 
design inspired by the morning dawn. Its 

promote a sense of serenity and a bal-
anced lifestyle focused on wellness. 

Gently sloped interior walls provide in-
dulgent lounging space for two bathers, 

Aurora as a luxurious soaker or as part of 
its signature Thermomasseur line with 
hydrotherapy massage and Geysair hot 
air system. 

Aurora is available with a few tempting 
add-on options, such as universal arm-
rests for enhanced comfort and stability, 
Illuzio chromatherapy with mesmerizing 
colored lights for a true sensory experi-

ence, and the WarmTouchShell system 
with strategically placed heating zones 
inside the tub’s shell. The Aurora is 

hand to a beautiful glossy white. 
For even greater design impact, 

on the outer shell or BainUltra’s opulent 

Dark Drama 
Dark kitchen sinks make a dramatic style 
statement that is certain to capture at-

tention. Ruvati unveiled a chic new matte 
black option for its epiStage Series of 
workstation sinks. This beautiful hue is 

choice for a contemporary kitchen or a 
modern farmhouse look. 

All epiStage sinks are made in Italy and 
composed of 80 percent crushed natural 
granite to create the look and feel of real 
stone. The sinks are colored all the way 

never fade or stain. 
The series is brilliantly designed to 

Supply Drainage Support Specialties

Scan to
Learn More!

Versatile & Effective
Supports gas/plumbing piping, condensate lines, conduit, 
cable, and lightweight mechanical equipment

Durable
U.V. stabilized HDPE material supports loads up to
200 lbs. in temperatures from -50º F to 175º F

Made in the USA

Libra Aurora tub from BainUltra
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All Polished Up

Ion® 35ACi Deluxe Series
Premium Dual Source AC Two-Pump Backup System

(815) 886-9200
Romeoville, IL 60446

(518) 694-0404
Albany, NY 12204

ARE YOU 
PREPARED?
Power outages and flooding can happen in the blink of an eye. 

Give peace of mind with the Ion Technologies Backup Systems.

Primed for High Performance Backup
Two 1/3 HP BA33 stainless steel sump pumps serve as an automatic 

backup in response to power loss or high water. 

Power Loss Protection
When power is available, the battery backup system bypasses

the battery and runs off  standard AC. When power is lost, the 

inverter converts the DC battery to AC.

Ion Genesis® Smart Controller and Sensors
First-of-a-kind digital pump controller designed to operate both 

pumps, alternating or simultaneously. Extends pump life with its 

high-volume water removal eff iciency. Audible alarm notification 

when water exceeds the high level setting. You can collect 

and analyze system data never before possible.
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Diff erent package options are available 
to meet specific needs and budgets.

WWW.IONPRODUCTS.NET

 Ruvati’s matte black epiStage workstation  /   Grandeur Hardware crystal knobs
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Gothic Graphite
Step outside of the ordinary with an ex-

wanting the performance of everyday du-

ished using the company’s advanced PVD 

Pattern Play

and easy sophistication. The designs 

With so many options to choose from, it’s 
up to consumers everywhere to discover 

See more from the brands mentioned 
here:
• Acquabella, www.acquabella.us
• Bain Ultra www.bainultra.com
• Gessi, www.gessi.com
• Grandeur Hardware, 

www.grandeurhardware.com
• Hamat USA, www.hamatusa.com
• MTI, www.mtibaths.com
• Ruvati, www.ruvati.com

LINDA JENNINGS is president of Jennings & 
Co., a public relations agency specializing in 
the decorative plumbing and luxury hardware 
industry. For more than 25 years, she has worked 

consumer home market, identifying trends and 
providing newsworthy products. Jennings can be 

Cosmopolitan Collection 
from MTI Baths

NO WorriesNO MaintenanceNO Batteries NO Wireless SignalsNO Electricity

WATER  HEATER
SAFETY VALVE

T H E  O N E  S H O T  W O N D E R

™

The Original Creators of the WAGSTM
WAGSVALVE.COM
1-844-GET-WAGS

5 Star Performance is Our Standard

Quality
Great product. For the last 3 years I installed about 30-35 of them 
and no complaint whatsoever. Always great customer service and 
quick response. 5 star! – Tim Y.

A Great Idea and Support!
This shut off valve is a great idea, well made and the Company 
stands behind them. We have one on each water heater. It provides 
a mechanical water shutoff and peace of mind. – Don R.

WAGS (Water Shutoff Valve)
Great little shutoff valve. By using these it sure has saved our 
customers a big and expensive problem when their water heaters 
start leaking. It is also easy to order and have received. – Bobby
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Gal kitchen 
faucet in 
graphite from 
Hamat USA
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